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PRESS STATEMENT – Vaccine Availability 
Update  

Onderstepoort Biological Products SOC Ltd (“OBP”) is a state-owned animal vaccine 

manufacturing company whose mandate is to manufacture animal vaccines with the aim of 

preventing and controlling animal diseases that impact food security, human health and 

livelihoods. The company works tirelessly to ensure that the vaccines are consistently available 

as per market demand. As part of the mandate, OBP endeavours to predict, pre-empt, and 

provide vaccines, as well as related biological products, for use in the prevention, control, and 

management of animal diseases, which is in the context of South Africa’s animal health and food 

security needs. 

 

OBP has in the past shared with its customers and stakeholders some of its challenges of aged 

infrastructure as well as lack of planned maintenance of major equipment which resulted in 

breakdowns impacting availability of certain product lines. In response here-to the company has 

been working on a facility and equipment strategy comprising of short, medium, and long-term 

repairs and maintenance, replacement, and augmentation programme. The company also works 

on contingency plans which are being closely monitored to ensure that production outputs meet 

the demand. 

 

Despite being in the midst of supply challenges, OBP has managed to supply over a million more 

doses of livestock vaccines to the market, in this past quarter, compared to same period last year. 

Most of our vector-borne diseases vaccines are currently in stock and already being distributed 

to various wholesalers and co-ops, whilst others are in the final production stages before being 

released for sale. OBP acknowledges and regrets that the supply is sometimes delayed and 

encourages farmers to still vaccinate their animals against the diseases most likely to occur 

following heavier-than-normal rains.  

 

Finally, OBP takes cognisance of the apprehension caused in the market as a result of demand 

sometimes far exceeding supply but wishes to assure customers and stakeholders that it remains 

steadfast in its commitment and support in securing the safety of our animal population.  
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Ends  

 

For media enquiries, contact the Communication Officer, Ms Zipho Linda, on 067 8845429.  

 

Issued by the Ondertespoort Biological Products (OBP), an entity of the department of Agriculture, 

Land Reform and Rural Development 

 

 


